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MICHIGAN CHAPTER OF  THE  

NATIONAL DEFENSE INDUSTRIAL ASSOCIATION 

Vision 

Mission 

NDIA engages thoughtful and innovative leaders to promote the 

best policies, practices, products and technology for Warfighters 

and others who ensure the safety and security of our nation. 

Thank you for sharing in this 

celebration of dedication, 

achievement and honor 

CHAMPION: 
issues that contribute to the strength, resiliency 

and capacity of the industrial base 

BUILD: 

a vigorous, responsive and collaborative       

community in support of defense and national 

security 

CONVENE: 
legal and ethical forums for exchange of ideas, 

information, viewpoints and capabilities 

NDIA is the trusted leader in defense and National Security associations.   
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 LETTER FROM MICHIGAN GOVERNOR 

GRETCHEN WHITMER 
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 Kimberly Wegner 
President, NDIA Michigan Chapter  
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 Lieutenant General David Bassett 

United States Army 
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Guests of Honor 

This evening, the National Defense Industrial 

Association Michigan Chapter, the Sponsoring 

Organizations and the ROTC Awards Banquet 

Committee recognizes the top ROTC cadets and 

midshipmen with the highest scholastic and 

military achievement in their respective 

programs. 

 

This ROTC Awards Banquet honors ROTC cadets and 

midshipmen from the Army, USMC, Navy and Air 

Force from all universities and other institutions of 

higher education in Michigan with ROTC programs 

including: 

 

Central Michigan University 

Eastern Michigan University 

Ferris State University 

Michigan State University 

Michigan Technological University 

Northern University 

University of Michigan 

Western Michigan University 



 7 

 

2023 Event Sponsors 

BAE 

 

General Dynamics Land  

Systems  

 

Leonardo DRS 

 

National Advanced  

Mobility Consortium 

 

Association of the United States  

Army, Arsenal of Democracy Chapter 

 

Jewish War Veterans of 

Michigan 

 

2023 Table Sponsors 
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2023 Table Sponsors 

American Business  
Development Group 

 

 
EnerSys Advanced Systems 

 

 

Honeywell   
 

Defense Center Corridor 
for Collaboration and  
Synergy   DC3S 

2023 Contributing Sponsors 

Association for Unmanned  
Vehicle Systems Int’l 
Great Lakes Chapter 
 
Women in Defense   

 

 
Tonight’s Virtual Program  

hosted by  

Great Lakes Systems & Technology LLC   
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LTC Kent Moorhouse USA (Ret) 

Banquet Chairman 
 

LTC Bob Ament USA (Ret) 

Mr. Arthur W. Bryant 

MSgt Carlos Castillo USA 

COL Valde Garcia, MIARNG (Ret) 

Lt Col Stephen Graham USAF (Ret) 

LTC Samuel Homsy USA (Ret) 

Mrs. Noreen King 

Mr. Gerald Lane 

Mrs. Nancy Moorhouse 

Col Gerhard Schroter USA (Ret) 

Phil Wills (USAF UofM ROTC Allum) 

LtCol Lucas Wood, USMC (Ret)  

 

Special Thanks to:  

66th ROTC Awards Banquet Committee 
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Special Thanks to:  

   Color Guard 

AFJROTC Howell High School, Howell, MI 
 

Invocation 

Chaplain, LTC Michael DeRienzo , USA 

TACOM LCMC Chaplain  
 

National Anthem 

Ms. Beth Cryderman Moss  (NDIA-MI)  

 

University Cadre 

CAPT Scott Bunnay University of Michigan USN 

Lt Col Kathryn Kilker Michigan State University USAF 

Lt Col Melissa Smith University of Michigan USAF 

LTC Eli Ruesink Eastern Michigan University Army 

LTC Brandon Tennimon Western Michigan University Army 

MAJ N. Andrychowski Central Michigan University Army 

Maj Jon Nagel University of Michigan Army 

Maj Pete Kober University of Michigan USAF 

MAJ Harry Buckner University of Michigan USAF 

Capt James Yau University of Michigan USAF 

CPT Elijah Durian University of Michigan Army 

Capt Katelyn Woodley Michigan State University USAF 

MSG Carlos Castillo University of Michigan Army 

MSG John Grimes Central Michigan University Army 

MSG Derek Jones Eastern Michigan University Army 

MSG Bradley Thieroff Western Michigan University Army 
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Toasts 

COL Gerhard Schroter, 

USA         (Ret): 

“I propose a toast to the United 

States of  America.” 

All: “To the United States of America” 

COL Valde Garcia, MI-

ARNG, (Ret):  

“I propose a toast to the  

President of the United States.” 

All: “To the President” 

COL Dion King (USA Re-

tired) 

“I propose a toast to the Armed Forc-

es of the United States.” 

All: “To the Armed Forces” 

Lt Col Stephen Graham, 

USAF (Ret): 

“I propose a toast to our Veterans of 

the current and past wars.” 

All: “To our Veterans” 

LTC Bob Ament, (USA Re-

tired, Vietnam Infantry PLT 

LDR) 

“Now, in remembrance of our  

fallen heroes a moment of silence.” 

All: (Moment of Silence) 
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 Program 

Welcome and Call to Order 

Mr. Phil Wills USAF (Vet ), Master of Ceremonies 

 

Presentation of the Colors 

AFJROTC Howell High School, Howell, MI 

 

National Anthem 

Ms. Beth Cryderman Moss 

 

Invocation 

Chaplain LTC Michael DeRienzo , USA 

 

Toasts 

All in Attendance 

Remarks 

               Ms. Kim Wegner, President NDIA Michigan 

 

Dinner   

 

Introduction of the Guest  Speaker 

Mr. Phil Wills USAF (Vet ), Master of Ceremonies 

 

Guest Speaker 

LTG David Bassett,  USA 

 

Presentation of Awards     Lt Col Stephen Graham, USAF (Ret): 

Sponsoring Industry Partners 

 

Retirement of the Colors 

  AFJROTC Howell High School, Howell, MI 
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The LEONARDO DRS Award – Freshman 

Presenters: 

Mr. John W. Doak 
Mr. Joseph Malone 

Recipients: 

Awarded to the Freshman Cadets and Midshipmen 

demonstrating the most outstanding academic 

achievement 

Cadet Benjamin DeGuire University of Michigan USAF 

Cadet Liam Reaser University of Michigan USAF 

Cadet Nicholas Sarji University of Michigan Army 

Cadet Madelyn Lloyd Michigan State University Army 

Cadet James Benoit Eastern Michigan Army 

Cadet Eleanor Murray Michigan State University USAF 

Cadet Maxwell Smedley* Michigan State University USAF 

Cadet Braeden Womack Michigan State University USAF 

Cadet Ella Nair* Western Michigan University USAF 

Cadet Aiden O'Kane* Western Michigan University Army 

Cadet Clayton Cody Northern Michigan University Army 

MIDN Anna Richmond University of Michigan Navy 

Cadet Travis Crigger* Michigan Technological Univ USAF 

Cadet Ethan Wu Michigan Technological Univ Army 

Cadet Louis D. Henika Central Michigan University Army 

* Recipients not in attendance: 
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The GDLS Award –Sophomore 

Awarded to the Sophomore Cadets and             

Midshipmen demonstrating the most outstanding 

academic achievement. 

Recipients: 

Presenters: 

  Mr. Jim Pasquarette 
  Mr. Scott Taylor 

Cadet Elena Van Metre University of Michigan USAF 

Cadet Alex Tembelis University of Michigan USAF 

Cadet Jack Peterson Michigan State University Army 

Cadet Eva Holton University of Michigan Army 

Cadet Preston Carter Eastern Michigan Army 

Olivia Bertaud Michigan State University USAF 

Colby Orcutt* Michigan State University USAF 

Hannah Webb Michigan State University USAF 

Cadet Anna Hillman Western Michigan University Army 

Cadet Taylor Bartley Northern Michigan University Army 

MIDN Ethan Ong University of Michigan Navy 

Cadet Jack Dedrick* Michigan Technological Univ USAF 

Cadet Mickey Kohlert Michigan Technological Univ Army 

Cadet Gillian R. Draft Central Michigan University Army 

*Recipients not in attendance 
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The NAMC Award  - Juniors 

Awarded to Junior ROTC Students who have maintained 

excellence in science, academic achievement, demon-

strated integrity, and leadership. 

Recipients: 

Presenters: 

Mr. William Ross 

Cadet Owen Young University of Michigan USAF 

Cadet Rachel Ivy University of Michigan USAF 

Cadet Caitlin Magolan Michigan State University Army 

Cadet Noah Skrok University of Michigan Army 

Cadet Luke Berglund Eastern Michigan Army 

Cadet Owen Ernst Michigan State University USAF 

Cadet Lynn Bland Western Michigan University Army 

MIDN Owen Barr University of Michigan Navy 

Cadet Samuel Russ* Michigan Technological University USAF 

Cadet Nicolas Abbott* Michigan Technological University Army 

Cadet Tanner J. Wilkins Central Michigan University Army 

*Recipients not in attendance 
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The BAE Systems Award-Seniors 

Awarded to Senior ROTC Students who have main-

tained excellence in science, academic achieve-

ment, demonstrated integrity, and leadership. 

Recipients: 

Presenters: 

COL Scott Davis (Ret)  

 

Cadet Edward Jung University of Michigan USAF 

Cadet Ciarra Magnuson University of Michigan USAF 

Cadet Makenna Sloan Michigan State University Army 

Cadet Shane Yamco University of Michigan Army 

Cadet Micayla Dougherty Eastern Michigan Army 

Cadet Matthew Bush Michigan State University USAF 

Cadet Samuel Kwiatkowski-
Martin Michigan State University USAF 

Cadet Madeline Sackman Michigan State University USAF 

Cadet Suenomi Cobb Western Michigan University Army 

Cadet Alexis Dickie Northern Michigan University Army 

MIDN Caroline Knight University of Michigan Navy 

Cadet Nicholas Drechsler* Michigan Technological Univ USAF 

Cadet Dominic Jolley Michigan Technological Univ Army 

Cadet Aiden W. Zick Central Michigan University Army 

Cadet Brennan Haight * Grand Valley State University  Army 

Cadet Stephen Tenuda Eastern Michigan University Army 

*Recipients not in attendance: 
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Awarded to the retiring ROTC Group / Battalion            

Commanders, December 2022 

The GDLS Commander’s Excellence Award 

Recipients: 

Cadet Abigail Liesman University of Michigan USAF 

Cadet Daniel Jackson Michigan State University Army 

Cadet Wiley Gillam* University of Michigan Army 

Cadet Dillon Bechthold Eastern Michigan Army 

Cadet Olivia Antczak Western Michigan University Army 

Cadet Cayton Scholz* Michigan Tech University USAF 

MIDN Peter Smith University of Michigan Navy 

Cadet Cole Flint Ferris State University (CMU) Army 

Cadet Dominic Bianchi Michigan Tech University Army 

Cadet Nathan Larochelle Western Michigan University USAF 

*Recipients not in attendance 

Presenters: 

  Mr. Jim Pasquarette 
  Mr. Scott Taylor 

   

Presenters: 

  Mr. Jim Pasquarette 
  Mr. Scott Taylor 
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Awarded to the retiring ROTC Group / Battalion            

Commanders,  May 2023 

The GDLS Commander’s Excellence Award 

Recipients: 

Cadet Daniel Cox  University of Michigan USAF 

Cadet Wyatt Wartinger Michigan State University USA 

Cadet Anthony Nasharr* University of Michigan Army 

Cadet Stephen Tenuta Eastern Michigan Army 

Cadet Matthew Bush Michigan State University USAF 

Cadet Joseph George Western Michigan University Army 

Cadet Nicholas Drechsler* Michigan Tech University USAF 

MIDN Caleb Korhorn University of Michigan USMC 

Cadet Luke LaTocha Central Michigan University Army 

Cadet Trent Graham Michigan Tech University Army 

*Recipients not in attendance: 

Presenters: 

COL Scott Davis (Ret)  
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Presenters:  

Ms. Sue Tellier  

Recipients: 

Awarded to the top female Cadet or Midshipmen 

demonstrating the most outstanding military 

leadership, scholastic achievement and involvement 

in extracurricular activities.  

Cadet Rachel Smith University of Michigan USAF 

Cadet Eyda Gu University of Michigan Army 

Cadet Madison Mcknight Eastern Michigan Army 

Cadet Marisa Haraburda Michigan State University USAF 

Cadet Gabriella Gomez Western Michigan University Army 

Cadet Alexis Dickie Northern Michigan U Army 

MIDN Caroline Knight University of Michigan Navy 

Cadet Lilly Bolliger* Michigan Technological Univ USAF 

Cadet Mickelli Hartman Ferris State University (CMU) Army 

Cadet Erin Bennett Michigan Technological Univ Army 

*Recipients not in attendance: 



 20 

 

Awarded to the outstanding Army ROTC Cadets who 

have maintained excellence in science, academic 

achievement, demonstrated integrity and leadership. 

Recipients: 

The GDLS Scientific Leadership Excellence 

Cadet John Fogerty Michigan State University Army 

Cadet Brenden Heinonen* University of Michigan Army 

Cadet Renan Martins Eastern Michigan Army 

Cadet Darius Jerue Western Michigan University Army 

Cadet Clayton Cody Northern Michigan University Army 

Cadet Isaac Parker Michigan Tech University Army 

*Recipients not in attendance 

Presenters: 

  Mr. Jim Pasquarette 
  Mr. Scott Taylor 
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The Unmanned Systems Award                       

Awarded to cadets or midshipmen who make the 

significant contributions to his/her service in 

Unmanned Systems through either operational 

assignments or academic class work. 

Recipients: 

Presenters:  

 Mr. Bernard Theisen 

 Mr. Gerald Lane  

Award sponsored by: 

Association for Uncrewed Vehicle Systems 

International– Great Lakes Chapter 

Cadet Levi Moore University of Michigan USAF 

Cadet Reese Faunt University of Michigan Army 

Cadet Nicholas McKenzie* Michigan Technological University  USAF 

Cadet Nathan Larochelle Western Michigan University  USAF 

*Recipient not in attendance 
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Award 

The outstanding Air Force Cadets and Navy  

Midshipmen who have maintained excellence in  

science, academic achievement and demonstrated  

integrity, and Leadership.  

Recipients: 

Presenters: 

Ms. Kim Wegner 

Ms. Beth Cryderman Moss 

*Recipients not in attendance: 

Cadet Mary Muter University of Michigan USAF 

Cadet Tara Wagh Michigan State University USAF 

MIDN Kevin Gu University of Michigan Navy 

Cadet Brandon Collins * Michigan Technological University USAF 

Cadet Cayton Scholz * Michigan Technological University USAF 

Cadet Liam Reaser University of Michigan USAF 

Cadet James Maddock University of Michigan USAF 

Cadet Anthony Paul Western Michigan University USAF 

MIDN Kyle Ramsey University of Michigan Navy 

Cadet Garrett Quante  Michigan Technological University  USAF 
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Recipients: 

Awarded to the Army ROTC Cadets demonstrating the 

most outstanding military leadership, achievement,  

proficiency, scholastic excellence and participation in        

extra-curricular college activities. 

Cadet Brady Detter Michigan State University Army 

Cadet James Lee University of Michigan Army 

Cadet Darren Cole Eastern Michigan Army 

Cadet Taylor Bartley  Northern Michigan University Army 

Cadet Michael Carson  Michigan Tech University Army 

Cadet Logan Tolan Western Michigan University Army 

Cadet Kaja Baran University of Michigan Army 

Cadet Marco Caal-Skonos Eastern Michigan Army 

Cadet Trent Esch Central Michigan University Army 

Cadet Lucas Sutherland Western Michigan University Army 

*Recipient not in attendance 

  Presenters:  

LTC Chuck Cogger USA (Ret) 
CSM St. Helen (TACOM SGM) 
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 The Association of the United States Army  
Saber Award 

Awarded to the Distinguished Army Cadet 

demonstrating the most outstanding military 

leadership, scholastic achievement and involvement 

in extracurricular activities.  

Recipient: 

  Presenters:  

LTC Chuck Cogger USA (Ret) 
CSM St. Helen (TACOM SGM) 

Cadet Sean Gordon Michigan State University Army 

Saber sponsored by: 

Association of the United 

States Army  

Arsenal of Democracy 

Chapter 

*Recipient not in attendance 
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 The Rear Admiral Leon J. Jacobi  
Memorial Award 

Awarded to graduating Midshipman with the highest 

record of academic achievement.  

Presenters: 

 Ms. Janina Parrott Jacobs 

          Mr. Randall D. Trombley   

Recipient: 

MIDN Kyle Ramsey University of Michigan Navy 

Navy Sword Sponsored by: 
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1stLt George Ham Cannon USMC Award 

Recipient: 

Presenters:  

    Capt Scott Bunnay, USN  

MIDN Ethan King University of Michigan USMC 

Awarded to the Distinguished United States Marine 

Corps Midshipman demonstrating the most 

outstanding military leadership, scholastic 

achievement and involvement in extracurricular 

activities. 

USMC Sword sponsored by: 
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Awarded to the Distinguished Air Force Cadet in the 

State of Michigan demonstrating the most 

outstanding military leadership, scholastic 

achievement and involvement in extracurricular  

activities. 

Recipient: 

Presenter:  

 Mr. Phil Wills  

          

Sword sponsored by: 

Cadet Matthew Bush Michigan State University  USAF 
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Howell High School, Howell MI 
AFJROTC 

Color Guard  
 

JRROTC Nico Micelli  

 

JRROTC Cadet Aubrey Ordway  

 

JRROTC Cadet Dylan Lewis   

 

JRROTC Gage Tuer  

 

 

SMSgt Ken Reinhart  USAF (Ret)- Escort 

For a downloadable pdf copy 

oft his evening’s program 

scan the QR code and go to 

the home page  

Or go to’ 

http://www.gl-systems-

technology.net/rotc.html 
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Please join us 
 

Friday,  

April 12, 2024 
for the 

 

67th Annual 

ROTC Awards 
Banquet 

Thank You! 
 

Save the Date! 


